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DA

The ub ect matter of the

ketch be ome of ore than pa s

ing intere t to the writer who l ived

for a numb r of in that part of

Groton known as Community

The ttlement Groton called for

years the C mmunity a gather

ing lac in year and th re

a ter of k ndred pirit who had

come knitt d to et er in the bonds of

friend hip and in their f ith in the

second dvent of Christ forth

by Will iam Miller in the early for

tie

strong mental att nment
b cam intere ted and as viewed in
this later day we can but feel that
they were sincere the greater part

no mor to be cof ed at than
those other who took
up with dietetic schemes at F uit
l nds and Farm
To pr e for uture historians
some of the incident whi h led up to
the e tabl i hment of the ttlement

to give an account of continu
ance and d cl ine is the intent of the
fol lowing articl in the writing of
which I wi h to acknowledge the

rendered by my father
ep Hen Richard on who born
in We tford M s December
and whose mind is a store ou e of

memorie of those early day have
studiou ly avoid many per onal

and recorded only uch char
individual are

ary for a rop r under tanding the
ubject
Th t former e id nts this vil

lag may kn w of me of the change
here a i w of building of the
Groton Epi opal Sch l are in rted
in thi art cl through courte y
of Mr Geo ge E who con

with work of the cho l
The e building for mo t part
t nd on the Graves f rm in the old

field orchard and pa ture between
location of the old barn and the Ben
jamin F Hartwel l place ur ound d
by exten iv lawn tre
hrubbery
Groton just b fore the coming of

the rail roads an important inland
town and to it came many people who
ought he e to p their declining
year in the peaceful retirement of a
good old town with a healthful

The rel igious chi m of a few
y ar ago had b en adju ted and the
t ree churche in the town had
come e tabli h d and work ng in
m ny when the anti lav y agitation

tarted and clo ely following it
the re igiou movement known
Mil leri m or the bel ief in the e ond
coming of Chri t tak n up by a

I 
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few at the c ntre of the town whil in
the country at larg ev ntually over

p opl e were credited as being
bel iever in the faith

ple sant autumn day in
year fo r young were
tramping in company along the Gr t
Road from C nc rd to Groton
party compo d of heodore
Park r and George Ripl ey of Bo ton
Chri toph r P Cranch of Newton and
A Bron on Al ott of Concord
To ful ly ap reciate the condition

which led the peopl e of and
fol lowing y ar take up thi
we mu t con ider that it was a p riod
given up largely an analy i of al l
b li f and dogma and that in tho e
day there were not lacking men of
independent thought and initiative
It thi pirit that l ed M r

Parker Cranch Ripl y and Al cott to
walk in compa y over the r ad from
o ton to Groton to attend a Chri tian
nion Convention cal le y he Sec
ond Adv nt and Come outer who
had under the preaching of
Si a Hawley upp rters in Gro

w re call ed
Thi onv ntion cal led for the

pu po e of e tabl i hing a new church
or new denomin tion as we would

today in which a greater free
dom of bel i f hould be al l owed hav
ing e p ci l reference the expr
on by the Come outer of their
l ief ab l ition of lavery and
looking to the foun atio of the nity
of the church
Leading citize the town were

favorabl e to thi movement but in
the conv ntion which attended
by delegate from over New Eng
land and New York State al l
not ha moniou and no church

tabl i hed
Many of th int re ted in Groton
w r found friend of the Adv nt
faith in y ar immediately af er
The tory of thi conv ntion told
at ome con id rabl l ength in Dr
Samuel A Gre n G oton Hi torical
Series I Nos and
In the foll owing y a there came

other mov ment by the ab l ition
tran cend ntali t at Brook

Farm Roxbury the colony at Fruit
land Harvard poli ical bodie
of higs free oil r l ocofoco and
oth r with variou had of bel
Th re are l iving in thi

vicinity who remember gr at wave

of religious int re t w ich reach d to
al l part of the country variou
cult and had ho t of fol low r
ome of h m became fa ou
not d thinker and inve tigator
Ralph Waldo Emer on in a lectu e

entitled New England R form r
del iv red in Bo ton March
ay Whoever had an opp rtuni
of acquaintanc with ociety in New

England during the la t twenty
year with tho e middle and with
tho e leading ction that may con

any ju t r pre ntation of the
character and the co munity
wil l have b en truck with the great
activity of thought and expe iment

ing
The Adv nt bel ief call ed new though
app aring at interval for the pa t
one thou and year ba d on an
i terpretation of the scripture not in
accord with the g neral ly accepted
rendering and dependent larg
on the rophe ies of the old and

new t tament
The fol lowing extract from a let

ter written efor by il l iam
Mil ler to a brot er pr acher I

that the judgment day will
be a thou and year long right

rai d judg d in the com
of th t day the wicked in

the end of that day I bel i ve that
the saint will be rai ed and judged
about the year ccording to
Mo e prophe y in Leviticus Chapter

Chapter Daniel
Chapter Ho ea
Chapter Revelation the whol
book and many other prophet have
poken of the th ing Time will
oon tel l if I am right
I believe in gloriou immortal

and per onal reign of Je u Chri t
with peopl e on the purified
earth for ver I bel ieve the mil len
nium betw en the two r urrection
and two judgment the r ighteou and

wi k d the ju t and the unju t
I the dear friend of Chri t

wil l lay by al l prejudice and look at
and examine the e thr e view by
the only rule and tandard the
Bible
Al l the comment of the day
claimed Will iam Miller a good

incere but under a delu ion
M etin w re held al l ver New Eng
l n and mewhat in the tate at
the we tward Th intere d wer
accu tomed at fir t to go to the
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larger place l ike Bo ton and Lowell
and lat r to meeting held in the
uburb n town by variou pr acher
among whom wer Wil l iam Mil ler
Elder Cole and Elder Preble the la t
of whom recently l iving at the
advanced age of ninety years
At time large a mbl ies or camp
meeting were condu ed p rticularly
in Littleton where many gathered on
the farm of Andrew Whitcomb to h ar
the doctrine forth by Mr Mill r
and fol lower
Some of the leading citizen of the
urrounding town in all incerity
took up the idea and among them the
Whitcombs of Littl ton Leighton
and Rich rd on of We tford Hall
Bancroft Gate Cragin and Hart
well s of Gr ton b cam intere ted if
not actual fol l wer of Mil leri m
To the e camp by tage barg s

and other conveyances country
ide came for a hol iday and some
who ame to co f remained to pray
In Westford the Leighton had b en

engag d in a mall way in manu
facture of bo t and h e which bu i
ne they afterward continued in
Pepperel l to whi h plac Albert L igh
ton mov the bu ine and
where he di d on January
in ninety econd year
The Richard ns in We tford had

both been chool teacher any
years in early life and with the Leigh
tons had clo ely fol lowed all the

thought of the day They had
fre uently m de trip by team in com
pany to B ton to l i ten to Wil liam
Ll yd Ga ri on the anti lav ry
champio and it hinted that the r
home w re tations on the under
ground rail road
In W tford Will iam Mil ler ex

plai ed by el aborate chart the cer
tain end of the w rld which he had
c mputed would c me to pa s between
the vernal equinoxe fir t

for March and then again
for October
The Lowel l Courier October
commenting on the excit ment

ay The in t next Tue day is
we bel ieve the la t day of Grac
The ame new paper r ports The

N wburyport Courier tate that on
Saturday la t the fol lowing notice

po ted on the door of one of
dry go ds tor s in that town
lieving as I m st incer ly do that
the Lord Jesus Ch i t will in a few

day come in the cloud of h aven I
r tir from th s hop I am de

God b ing my helper that
my w rk hal l corr pond with my

faith

The N wburyport paper add that the
Millerit f ver m to be on the
cr a and that other t r were
clo ing and the ign tak n down
xp cting that of the world
would ome before Monday morning
In P nn ylvania the advent were in

camp in grove Monday and Tue day
night Not much new paper com
m nt made on the e vent perhap
larg ly becau e the country in
the very mid t of a great pol itical
conte t where whig and abol ition

w re each e king the a cend
ency which re ulted in the ucc
the d mo racy George S Boutwel l
Groton a democratic candidate

for congre and Franklin Pierc
Hamp hire gif d elo

qu nt tumping the State
of Ma achu ett for d mocracy
and poke in Lowell Octob r
Dani l Web t r del iv red a two

hour addr on the topic the day
in Pepper l l on Nov mb r
Over one th u and peopl e gath red in
the common before the church and

me ting opened with prayer
by Rev Ch rle Babbidge The audi
tor came from Grot n Shirl y
by Town end Dun tabl and Pepper
ell and the addre fully report
ed Lowel l Cou ier on November

B njamin F Hartwel l b rn and
l ived in Grot n but later m ved to
A ton In he l iving at Lit

Common and hous a
gath ring place for the bel iev r from
We tford Acton Littl ton who
a embl d on October to
await the end of the w rld
That night the adult pa ed

time in prayer and reading of
s ripture in an u per room whil
c ldren l pt on the lower floor
It of cour e nee le to tha

the of the world came not and
in grievou di appointm nt th y went
back to th ir farm to gath r tho
crop which had not al r ady been
put in tore them again t their
ed by their unbelieving friend

relativ om of whom howed much
ind gnation at the neglect of their
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farm wo k and lack of f resight
which l ed ome even to give away
th r to k
Soon fter the e event new com

were made and Mr Mill r
tated he had made an error in
reckoning and dates were for

end of the world
In Groton Centre Benjamin Hall

and fol lower had erected for a
place of meeting the building called
the world s peopl e the Pol l iwog

Cha el rom location near a pond
hole where Will ow Dal Road lead
fr m Holl is St eet next to the

home of John H Hartwell who lived
ther at that time
John and Benjamin Hartwel l ski ll
ed carpent r a i ted the work
and to thi pl ce came visitors from
Westford Littleton and other tow
about for the ervi ce and the e
meeting were sort
tho e who had met togeth r in West

Littleton
Poll iwog Cha l old in

November to Dani l Ne dh m
and George S Boutwell m ved to M n
Street and made over into Liberty
Hal l which burned March

After the removal of the hapel
for other pu p adv nt me tings
w r held in a smal l way at the homes
of Mr Hall and Minot Leighton who
l iv d in the Mo e Gil l hou next to
the pr ent Whar on reside ce also
at the hou e of Aaron Ma on on Main
Stre t Groton the hou e known the
N l n Shumway place in

Dr Kilbourn hospital
Benjamin Hall a native of W t

ford a de cendent of Willard Hal l
the fir t mini ter of that town and

b rn on July on Day
farm between the cent of the town

Granitevil l e
In early l ife with brother Wil
l iam he engag d in the whole ale
c othing bu ine in B ton for abou
fift en year and when brother
mov d to England the firm ecame
importer of woolen and other g od
In England Will iam became a pub

li her and obtained the royal
tion publ i her to the cr wn and
ama ed a large fortune Ther
al o another brother Judge Wil lard
Hall of Wilmington Delaware
We find that Benjamin Hall l iv
for year in Acton b f re c ming
to Groton which probably in

when bought the farm on the

Na hua Riv r though it doe not
pear that he l ived upon un i l

hown the account of The re
Parker vi it to Groton second
wife Carol ine B ncroft a

of G rge and H nry Banc ft
of Groton The daughter only
child of Mr and Hall Carol i
married July Daniel Ne d
ham of Jame Needham who

a u k r from Salem and had
been engaged in bu in in Bo ton
and had formed a cl o e friendship
with the Hal l
Daniel Needham mother and

brother and Benjamin and
i ter Ol ive and Lydi mov d up
from Salem and were for years resi
dent the town
Daniel Needham admitt d to

practi e at the bar of Middl e ex Coun
in and the ucc s of Mr Hal l

due in a large mea ure
to the family relation hip whi h gav
to him the advice of an honorable and
intel l igent coun ellor the Com
unity a t adfa t friend
Mr Ma on a whe lwright and

builder of leigh wagons and tag
coach and nearby a large hop
in which a huge treadmil l hor e
power for operating the machinery
The t nley plac had

been old by the heir Nabby Stan
ley Pol ly Jaqui h and Dorca Hop
kin arly and in October

Mr H l t ok title to two
eparate parcel aking a farm
acre ext nding along Gro

ton Shirley Road from J J
Grave farm now Groton c o l land
to the farm of D acon Walter Dick

and Major Amo Farn worth
we terly to the Na hua River In
early owner hip the f rm
meanwhile the wood and timb r on
Pine Hil l emove quite an
extent
On Butler s map G oton publ i hed

in we have along thi treet the
owner to which l i t many addition
were oon to be made It would eem
that Rodolphu Parker who e wife

aid to be a de c nd nt of Gov
Dudl y moved up from

of the Concord Acton l ine in
about and that Walter K ye
from Acton l iving in the Hall
place
At the outh were the farm of

Walt r Dick Jacob Pol lard and
Maj r mo Farn worth and to the

r 

• el s C 

·a 
putations 
8 

tlle 

by 

off 

his 

I} , f· 

' 0 

e 

s 
s 

ford .and 
The 

' 

s 
• 

s 

new 

, 
s 

' 
its 

T 

• 

• 

e s, ss s 
s a 

s 
.a 

• 

• 

0 

s, -
• e• 

his 
set 

-

e s 
J 

, 

-
• Ill ' 

ns 
s s 
of _ reunion • of 

e, -

pe was s 
, 1844, e a: 

, 
1878. 

e e 
• 

e 
es 

e , 
e so 

as the 

, 
s 

was o 

and 

e 

s 

s 

, 

e 

as 
ss 

• SIX 

1838, 

-

s 

• 

s 

I , 

was 

1r oses, e 

se, 

C 
e 

, 

• 
aI 

31, 

s s 
t n ' 

s 

' 
s· 

• 
was 

s 

• 
, 

e 
S SS· 
s, 

, 

s 
• 

s 

12, 1796, 
·re 

his 

-OS 

, 
s 

• 
, 

• 

' 

hi·s 

0 

-e O' 

was 

as 
1911, 

es -

' 
' the 

-
s 

t 

·b 
0 s. 

-
distinc-

e·was 

• 

ed 
0 

s e· , s 
it t 

• ass ,lll 

's s • His 
was a ' ter eo e 

• and 
• Mrs. , 

, 15, 
, a son 

was Q a e 

s. 
• 

s Eziekel 
s s ·S 

s of, • 

C 
ty 1847, 
-in: Groton .. was 

-m 
• 

es, 

s e 
s 

s 

was 

s 
s 

was 
s, 

1842, 

's 

s 

s 

s ess 
s 

a httd 

was 

es 

s 

, and 
• 

e 

was 

s 

C 

ap-

I 
1840, 

odo 

• 'S16,. 

r•o 

ne, 
e -

' 
s , 

his 

' e 
-

e 
-

• 

s 
e 

-

s e-
·S 

s 
• 

Zedutha •Sa e 
s 

' s e 
1838, 
s 
120 

-

son 
s 

s 

• 

s 

t 
in 1835, 

al 0 
s, m 

e· 

, 
s e 

8 

s 

s 

the 
the 

Sho 

s 

-
-

·Of 
-

• • 

' -
, and 

• his 
was let, 

e 

• 

s 

was r 

' 

d to 

of ~ s 
1847, 

s 
s 

was s 
e , -had 

borhood 
1846, . 

• 
s 

s 

was 

e -son, 
o A s s 

s 
• 

s e 

·S S 

s 
B 

' s 
a • 
' the, neigh-

-
e s 

s 

, 



Gro on Sc ool l r c d

G m n s i u m B u i

•' 

• 

t 11 

y-

• 

,: 

' 
.. ,, '.;~ 

I t:: . 
' i .:' . 

< .~ 

• 

ft 

l 

- ' 

a 

t 

t ,,.. ·> 

• E e te 1900. 

• It 1902. 



Ho m u ic rd son

Sc ool Ho u Gro on S c ool c

f.__ ~(: ::::,,._ 

~~ ~ ~-. .. 

,. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

~~ .. -~ 
.-: :-. 

e 

,; • 

• 

h 

·+:-:::,.-•:•:-:❖.-- ....... 
·.•.•.•. .•.·,. 

of L R 

• 

se t 

Ian 

~ 

.;(\:."11): 
\}/ 

/· 
.:,., .. 
. -;_ .. 

-, 

' 

h • 

• 

... 

it= {} S:t 7/~ \:,, 
• 

• 1S40 1S70. 

• • 

• 

v. 

, 

• ' • 

l 

l 
• 

Ere ted 1898. 



southea t the large Ben
j min Moors the north
l iving George Martin Shattuck on the
farm more rec ntly know the
Jo hua Wait place and the next farm
toward Groton Cen re owned and
o cupi d by John Graves famil iarly
known Jack Grave Thi farm
now owned by Groton School

and upon it are mo t of the chool
building
About thi time hown by the
conveyanc Mr Hall conceived the
id a of e tabl i hing the Communi
upo and near farm The

inter t of Mr Hal l follow r
fal l n away from the gen ral

advent doctrine but we must under
stand that by thi time the community
of thought had to a clo e fri ndly
acquaintance and while the real value
of their bel ief often que tioned
among them elve they were drawn
the clo er and other of
and fri nd joined them
A out Mr Hall c nv y d a
large part of farm to long
time friend Benjamin F Hartw ll
whom he had known A ton and to
other wer old aller lot and the
purcha rs were assisted in building
their home
B njamin F Hartwel l a chol

arly man like brother John
inh rit d marked mental abil itie and
phy ical trength Th e qualiti
w e repeated to a great degree in
fou childr n who have fil led

portant place in the world s work and
who b came le er in their cho en
prof ion He early in l ife a
teacher for the mini try

a great reader and lat r in l ife
a good al l around carpenter He erec
ted and moved building and

con truction of churche
chool hou barn and bridge
He died on Se temb r
At thi time other ettler were
Richard of Newburyport who

at one time drove stage between that
city and Bo ton John Fitz and
rick Ha e from W nchendon who
w re kil ed woodworker Jo eph A
Cu hing from Stoneham and
W ton and Minot Leighton from
tford al o

cam Lucy Richard on and
family of you g children and bought
of John H Hartw ll ixte n
the farm he had pu cha ed on April

of Mr Shattuck Rich

in company with Mis tsey
built on thi land a c ttage hou e

which hortly after the war of the
r bell ion old with portion of

land to Jordan G odwin a
turn d oldier and moved northerly
to the fork of the roads enlarg d
everal time by variou wner and

fina ly burned on July

Mi moved to South Groton
and Richard on had built ju t
south of cottage location a large
two tory hou e pa tly rom the
wheelwright hop of Mr Ma on whi h

taken down at Groton Centre and
erected here She l ived here until

her mar iage gain in and mov d
to the hou e of her hu band Mr
Fran i B Parker of Ch lm ford
Her place purcha ed by her
Jo eph H Richard on who after
ral y ar occupancy mov d to Ay r
in and old to Mr Georg
Whitney the pre ent o cupant in

After Richard on mov d into
her hou e the cottage r nt d
to variou per on Mr Albert Bil l
ing who omewhat of a hrewd
bu in man occupied it a a n
while intere ted in the yea t bu ine s
with Noah Dutton and J eph Rich
ard Thi bu ine tart d in
Mr R chard s dwell ing hou e fu ther
the treet Mr Bill ing will

mentioned later Jo eph A Cu hing
bought a part of the H ll place which
her extend d outh rly to the old
Mo r farm in later year known
the Culver farm The cro road from
the H ll place l ading a terly to
the South Gro on Road laid out
by Mr Hal l through the Cu hi g land
and land of Lucy Richard on and a
harp turn was made around the l ot
of Mis Nabby Stanley ju t before
reached the east road
Mr Cushing built home and
out grape vines and fruit tre which
under the care of the next owner Mr
Newman grew b ar fruit of mo t
xc l lent qual ity all the boys
f rty year ago
quent owner were M Coachman
Ring and Swan und r who e
pancy building were burned and
mo t of the fruit trees and vin de
troyed and outbuil in
have be n replaced with d ell ing
and an exten ive by
the pre ent owner Mr H Hu bn r
the flori t
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John Fitz Rodolphus Parker and
Merrick Ha e w re loc ted at the end
of a lane provided by Mr Hall
the outh ide of farm Mr Fitz
l ived where lately Millard Smith l ived
Mr Parker where a Mr Rynn l iv d in
the ev ntie and Mr Hale l ived on
the corner wh re l an turn d to

right where an in tructor hou e
now being built for the Groton

Aft r a h op having hop
u ed by Walter Key old
Mi Rebecca Green a i ter of
Cu hing and conv rt d into the
dwell ing wh re John Hack tt or
family have l iv d for fifty y ar
At the rear of a hou e built for
We ton from an old bar moved

over from the Hall pla e rected
an ell extending acro the wh le end
and on the upper floor a h l l
wh re the fir t e ting of the
v nt in thi villag were h ld and
continu d for about f ur year Thi
place convey d by We ton
to Minot L ighton and after
ward know the L ighton hou e

Hall b e am the lead r of the
advent mov ment in G oton and in
thi room accu tomed to explain

bel ief which differed omewhat
from the general ly acc pted creed in
that Mr Hall pr ached the e tabli h
ment of the J ru al m right here
in Groton while other of which
con Walter Dick on a typ

that Kingdom of God
to be in Pal e tine the ac ed
land of Bible hi ory
Having a common dooryard and a

common pump through which the di
vi ion l ine ran J eph Richard built
home adjoining the Leighton place

Thi aft rward know the
Widow Ann Gil on or Goding hou
the home of Thom and Sumn r Gil

and their i t r one whom
marri d Harri on Goding Th e
hou e tood in fron of the pre nt
table of Will iam Amory Gard
ner
Benjamin Hal l Benjamin Hartwel l
John Fitz Jo ph Richar Walter
Keye and Jo eph large
in trumental in erecting the com

munity which at fir t had a r of
loping to the r oad In orde to pro
vide new hall thi roof s on
rem ved and a larger one plac d upon
it with gable facing road
Jo eph H Ri hardson recal l put

ting the topmo t shingl s thi build
ing when erecte and that as a lad of
ixt en he load d an ox team at thi
hop with hou e fini h and drove to
Con ord and back in one the cold

day winter for which he
one d llar for ervices

which nded late at night
Thi h p er cted in

a ort of partner hip to furni h
employment to ome of re ident
and with the new bal l a general
gathering place might be prop
rly call ed econd dvent m eting
hou e
Th building was a hug a air with

a hingle roof and sid s covered ith
pebbled pla ter and tood nearly

b rn on the Hall farm
On ground floor in the outh

we t orn r a huge tre d mil l
hor e powe an incl in d wheel of
about thirty feet diameter When a
h r e began to walk around thi
wh el a feat that never com

a drum underneath in
m tion
The revolving d um below was belt

ed to af ing wh ch operated the
machine for awing and cutting

out tock for wooden box mea ures
and dipper ometime called nog
gin D or and window were al o
m d here and lumber prepare for
hou e fini h
On the second fl or reached by a
tairway from about the iddle of the
f ont of the building and winding up
over the h rsepow r were benche for
etting up the wooden ware and some
other mach nes
The floor in the r of

i hed and pla tered for a hal l and
ch ol h re every night and Sun
day ervice we e held fo r five or
y ar of the ten years of the
munity period
At time school kept here by

M Lizzie Ma n daught r of Aaron
M on She af erward married a Mr
Jam Boyd advent vi ito fr m
Philadelphia and moved to that city
She married a econd time a Mr
Ewell and die in Baltim re in
and interred in the Mason l ot at
Ayer The chool not a larg one
having an att ndance about fi teen
The larger boy and g rls were for

m t part working in various
places
The reading ro m was an annex to

thi large buil ng with co mend
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abl virtue erected about
of the young people who

numbe d o er twenty H r
ere kept new paper and other read
ing m tter particularly econd
v nt l iteratur Th y al so pla ed
game m ntenance con
ibuted a mal l amount for heat and
light which were candle in large
tin chand l ier or pirit l amps for it

before k ro en c me into
ral The for many year
after a n glect d building
a menace to the chil ren of the n igh

on ac unt of its decayed
conditi n and t d ncy to fall ov r
and tak n down in by Mr
artw ll and worked ove into a cot
t ge hou e on the ame pot

The Deacon Walt r Dick on rm
place where October

John avi kil led by
dian in door ard event
r corded by a mem rial boulder

er ted in
Mr Dickson old out in to
H nry M dy of N wburypor and
ent to Pale tin in th t year
It doe not appear that Mr Moody

with the advent though
wife did He had about ppo

it pre nt Hu bner plac a
black m th hop which taken
down by Jo eph H Richard on when

boug t the far in Mr
Moody made hip iron and jack
crew which were s nt away to be

fini hed the jack being te med to
Lowel l to hav the thr ad cut at the
machin of Silver and Gay Mr
Richard n l ived ther about a year
when old to Jo eph Dickin on
the lder whos widow living
on the farm at the adv nced age of
ighty thre with her Joseph and
f mily
The tory of the ex erienc of the
Dick on family lway been of
int re t to Groton people and a brief
acc unt here given and it wil l be
notic d that the name Walter Dick

b e pe etuated for gen
eration this vicinity
Walt r Dick on and Walter Dick
Jr cam to Groton f om

bridge and purcha ed a farm
on Farmer
A third W lter Dicks n born on the
hom t ad in l ived there with

brother Charl e un il he moved
to community l ocation in He
was an exc e ingly pious man

known De c He l ived here
til when he old out and went to
P l tine previ u y t ted
Walter E ttled in H rv rd
the fath r of Walter Fre Dick on
Phil ip O Dick on of th t town The
ixth Walter is a Walter Fred
Dick n above mentioned
D acon Walter Dick n anoth
son Philip D who had preceded

him in w th bride Susan a
daughte of Aaron Ma on

to the Turk who died in
Jeru al em Ap il
buried on the Mount of Ol ive at t t
city His widow returned alone from
Be ut by il ing ve l in m
year and died September and
is buried in the Ma on lot A er
Infu ed with the zeal the

caus the father Deacon
Walter Dick n wife and three
daughter and Henry sailed Octo

ab ard the bark John
Winthrop for Smyrna thence to
Jaf a Here he l ived and continued
in mi ionary work until Mean
whil daught r Almira and Mary
married two Steinbeck bro h r

January their home
broken into by brigand and the fam
ily brutal ly a ault d Frederick
Steinbeck hu band of ary k lled
and Mr Dick n eld r left for
dead June the urviv r
of the amily embarked for the nited
Stat from the po t Jaffa via
Alexand ia Egypt
Here the party separated and Mr
Dick on and Hen y went to Con

to con ult with nit d
Stat mini ter to indemnity then
ail ing via Malta London and Liver
ool to New Y rk and Bo ton The
oth r ail ed direct from Alex d a
on bark Champion Spain to Bos
ton and a remarkable coincidence
happened th parti s arrived in
B ton am day S ptemb r

not hav ng heard from ach
oth r ince parting at Alexandr a and
sail ing by di ferent route on a voy ge
of more than three month duration
Th y arrived in Harvard Sept mber

at hom of Wal
ter E Dick n Brok in h alth
D acon Dick on l ived a littl ver a
year and died in Harvard aged ixty
years
The two on vived him

both en i ted for the war of the
bell ion H n y in B Sixth reg
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fr m Gro on Junction and erved
through the whol e and Walter E
from Charle town where he then
ided
He ry built home on Prospect

street in Groton Junction in and
after the war in moved to Fitch
burg where now r ide Walter
E died at Ayer in
Charle Dick on bef r efe red to

wil l be remembered by Gro n
people re iding on the home
stead Farmers Row and t at he
did a te ming bu in s to Bo ton
t king down and return ng with
genera merchandi the stor
ke p r of the town One char

to top wherev r night
over ook him and c ntinue the tri
on the next day and often not going
to own hom on Farmer Row
An ex minatio of a Middle x
County map publi hed in shows
re ident at C mmunity c l led

on the map illag wh n
the ettlem nt at b t
with the change ince Mr H l l
gan the ettl ement hown Cal b
Butl r map of roton in
In tead of Walter Dick on we have

Henry Mo dy and in te d of George
M Sha tuck John H Hart el l
Nath n Davi liv g at the Amo
Farn worth farm and A ron Ma on
on the Benjamin Moor farm Ther
are al o indicated u on it the new
hou e John i z B njamin H rt
wel l Jo ph Richard Minot L igh
ton Jo ph Noa Dut

and Lucy M Richard n and the
hop oppo ite the Hal l plac al o
marked
From mal l b ginning in Mr
Richard house dry ye t
bu ine gr w unde nergetic
hand of Mr Bil l ing quarter
re enlarged the hortly after
l ge building known the

Y a t Hou put up on land
b ught of J ph Alva Cu hing on the
c o road
In Daniel Needham

brothe Benjamin bought out Dut on
and Bil l ing afte concern had
b n going about t ree year Bil l
ing and Dutton mov d S uth Gro
ton and forme a partne hip with
Walter Wright who built the Y a t
H u e on Pl ea ant Street now own
by Jo eph P Mull in and w er Ab l

Pre cott lat r re ided and died Mr
Bi l ing the sel l ing agent for the

dry hop y ast con erns made when
in Grot n and South Groton Albert
Bill ing l ived in the co tage hou e in
Groton Juncti n at the c r er of
Pl a a t and Cam ridge Streets wh e
aft rward Mr Jo eph Bil l ings liv d

ince moved by Mr Donl n the
present own r to make room
new re idenc He afterward moved
to hicag and ama ed a f rtune in
the m nufacture and sal of in
that city
Richard and N e ham pe ated the

Groton h p until wh n
y a t cake bu ne we t to piece
Mr Richards w t to Wi c n in at
time of the exodu to xplained
later and B njamin Ne ham rem ved
to the Jun tion and o en d the
Needham Hou corner of F rest and
T nner Str et
The young p ople of the c mmunity

w re per itted to be idl e
when obl iged to ttend cho l
ac ording to the l eg requi nt
the irl at time w ke
ye t fac ory or picked erri s in
e n whil the boys of ariou
age work d the neighb ing
farms in ummer and chopped wood
in the wint r Hal l at sixty
c nt per cord ar ing about thirty
c t per day
One in particular of th m

all un er fi n year of age were
e t Snake Hil l thei r em
pl yer che red them on their way
when it was twenty two d gr e
below zero by l l ing out Smart
and t ugh I can tand it well
enough the o h r ro at the
home Alva Wright they w r com
pa ionately invit d in thaw out
th ir benum h nds and face It

befo e unri e Wrig t
xc aim d Why you p or b y my
g rl of your till in
om of the e boys rem m er to

thi day th i ea ning w
much r duced by paying damage
to the wood by a n nday fire which

al l o d to get out of bound
how th ir number ran al l
way home from Sna e Hill for help
Th y do not forge the neighb r
ho d had to contribu by buying up
ome of th ir bl kened c cky
wo at the u ual pr ce
In Jo eph H Rich rd on while

l iving in mont pu ase the
Yea t Hou e and returning to
ton r moved the hou rti in
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w ich yea t cake had b en drie
tacks woo en fram tr ng

with cro ed me h cot on twin
Some ye lat r he old p ace
to French who ld to John
Swan Ab l L Lawton t to k
title and conv yed to Geo g hit
ney May The building went
up in moke April upon
the lot now tand the Ben min F
Hart el hou e mov d ov r in May

from ori in locatio
The young pe p e f rty year
ago will r call anc

h ld in in the large ro m
at the y a t ou and wh re an old
man in the eve ty to th ye of

of n p ke T e e rev val
m eting wer ttend d by a gre t
many fr m ion around about

diary k pt at that time tate
Augu t y t hou

c wded ful l It em me ti g
had l ady be n held at the ch ol
hou and July at Cap
tain Coach hou which he had
ought of Newman the pring
of that year
In Augu t revival were held

by an evangeli t in a larg t nt in the
fi ld at rear Hall plac then
owned by Mr Dagg tt which many
att nd d
There w re o e a e a sort of

in id hi to y wh ch led to the break
ing up the Community lif Mr
Hall econd wif had ee long de d

he a trong v gorous man of sixty
had been a l ad r in the

lage utu e wife had come into
po e ion of a large tract of land in
Germ nia Mar u tt County Wis on

and Hall b coming inter te
in lady o ec me i ter s ed in
the l nd
Th y fir t went to Roche t r N

Y probably in the fal l of wher
Pie r e he w re marri d and

th y w e domiciled th early in
Mr and Richard and Mi

Ell i a daught r of Mrs Hall by a
fo mer hu band j in d them in May

and in fall of Mr Hall
and f mily w r wel l ttl d the
Wi con in tract

he ter N Y then the lo
cation a mall colony of the ect

letter ent back to Groton ere
fill with mighty t uth
The glow ng account the new

hom in Wi con in om but
all of th se at community to ar

ra ge d po l their
tates and follow
An im n auction l e of m

la d and ten dwel l
ing adverti e Bo t n and
G o on Junc ion paper for March

which included the om of
H ll P rk r Cu hing Fit R chard
L ighton Hal Green the yea t hou e

the John H Hartw ll f rm John
H Hartw l l d put d to how
property and Col N dham who
then l iving in ermont iv n
power of attor ey m k tra fer
A out re re ized from

thi ale whi ov thr e hundred
tended from t wns n ar and remote
The Hal hou e burn down before
the al the yea t hou e bid in
by the mortg ge al
Richard place

Hall farm ought by Ab l
H Ful l John H twel l lac by
J hua the Cu ing hou by
Mr N wman the Leigh on hou by
Lyman Blood and G e n hou e by
John Hacke t

now come to the g ner l exodu
wh n about tw nty oul took
tra n tog th r for W con in t eir
hou old good fol lowing in thr e
r i ht car coloni t were
Minot Leigh on f mily five Rodolph
Park r family four John H Hart

w ll amily five Jo ph u hin
ily thr e Walte Key and wi e
Marth Lunt Serina P rham Reb cca
Gr n Jane Howe Jul ia H le
In Apr l t ey ar ived in the

new c untry l ive in large hou
provid d by Mr Hall until they could
rect th ir omes on land from
out tract
Mr Benj min F Har w ll

Lucy M Ric ard n clo e neighbor
did not appr v the val of
al l tho e form rly as o iating they
and their familie remained
Sub equent the epartur of Mr

Hal l for the we t one I ac New on
of Lun nburg a sh rt time
tempted to arou the flagging

in A ve ti m onducted
me ting in the h l l but did not
o the pow r attracting and
holding h r r that prede
c or had and e or r ult d
in failu e
He would w rk him elf into a high
tate of f nzy ext din

above h would pictur
to congr gation the ov rwhelming
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t to wi l ly s t
A ag d n is ll ing on
Aft r in the Wisco sin coun

try the fortune Mr Hall greatly
increa d brother Wil l i m in
England had died l f a lar e
tat whi h after rown t xe w e
paid l ef a out each of
five h irs America which Mr
Hal l
A larg part of th use in the
furth r developm t the we te n
colony and at Ge m nia and Montel lo
the county seat mill wer built in

m n gement which Col Nee
ham gav v lu bl tim and s ist
anc r iding t e at int rval

di at Germania O tober
much r cted and lamen d

howing the ty of and
on ideratio e eive in the
west f l low ng k tch taken
from the Mont l lo Expr in a No

i sue Mr Hal was
probably the most rem kabl e man
th t ever l iv d in Mar uett C unty
Mr Hall was of al l oth r the most
thoroug m t fini hed bu i
n s this p r of the count y
alw y active w th m r punctual ity
and y em p c sion th n can be
found in the average bu n man
He would never w it a ingl e mo

ment opp tuniti but always
cre e them him elf and shaped them
to l iking and why uld not
With a l rg br in early e ucation
and traini g and strong robu t con

and active wil l ing mi d
th e combin i n of earthly
p w s t ould r train him
hold ch ck
It b n cl im th t Mr Hall

had a rt of ypn ti influen e v r
ome it uffi ient to hat
in Gr ton fina ly lost his control
ov r s me tim friend who

l t fa th in him Thi undoubt
the ending of

commun y w ich fr m other
commun tie in that they owne noth

in ommon exce t a com n
lie
Before John Gil on
ought the Levi Stone farm ju t outh
scho l No b y nd the big pine

woo s and had old dw ll ing
house to Otis moved it up
on the hill towar Grot n but he
bec me di coura d and never
ed and in early eventies it
bec e a rui al l windows in

it w e out it s ak hat

the chool boys failed to destroy the

wind and weather fini ed and a

depre ion in the pasture mark the

cel lar of the h u e

N ar here Rus el l l ne clo d to
travel before led ea terly acro s
the rail road to the Sumner Boynton
farm on the other road and where
a mal l tre flow dow be ide the
the track Samuel N Hartwell
repaired an old dam flowed up a
con iderabl e pond for kating on
father fa m to the delight of his
youthful companion it to day
for the Groton S hool boy

The pa ture was old in by Mr
Hartwel l to John M Gilson and
is now a part of the holdings of the
last menti ned chool and used for
golf l inks

The hou occupied in the ixtie
by N ah Moul on was the one built
for Nabby Stanley before

Another old landma k big
roof hou at the top of hil l on
the yer Groton r a which when
purcha by Lucy M Richard

r al ly two house l o to
gether Mrs Richard n had B nja
min F Hartwell cover whole with
one l arge r of fill in b twe n with
other rooms not a difficult j ob
Mr Hartwell a cl imax
building career erect d for the to n
the new High cho l building in
at G oton Centre

Ri har on s ld the big roof
h u e to B njami Need m for his
occupancy when o erate the
yea t factory and als old the
Richard place Ann Gil n

An acc unt the C mmunity would
be incomplete without mention of the
a oci tions of old No M or
cho l it was afterward cal led by
vote March from the Moor
family who l iv n ar it for gene
tion on the the Junction road

This sch olhou pr bably
built in with everal other and
the old hipped r of replaced in

by the pre nt one
Dr Sa uel A Green hi torian

of Groton informs me that the pr
ent building tanding in as
he often reminded by father
Dr Jo hua Green who taught chool
th e for one year du i g col
l ge cou se at Harvar which extend
ed ov r the years to

wra h conie and 
'' r1n ed O'. ro 

• 
e· 1863, 

se • 
s of 

His 
• 

and et 

d hou, ., 
• 
n -

a 
g es-
• 

e, C c a is er 
, t b $80;000 to 

.e- in of 

• 
was one. 

e IS was 
e en of 

1' a 
• s 

the a a of 
e a a e e 

e, es her 
Mr. Hall ed 

31, 1879, espe 

e 

• 

, 

Ass P8. 
c s n he ,r c 

10-an 
d 

• 

d 
s ·r 

J 

• 
• d-
as -
s. • 

C 
te • 
the 

new 
, the o i s e 

ess 
is 

e 
vember, 1879, s . '' • • 

aT 
·l 

.a 
• 

e q e 
es 

h and the os 
aes man in· a t 

as ., 1 o e 
• s st and re 1 

'' a 
for 

at d 
his 

OT es, 
s 

• , 
a e 

n 

sho 
a , an 

stitution an I 

er was no at o 
o ie~ tba o es 

him in .e .'' 
has ee ·a ed 

S' 

a 
ess 
s 

he 
d 

s 

• 

-

• 

S­
T , 

• 

-

-
D. ' 

OT 

so h 0 0 
8 , and is & c 

o o e 
say t 

o he l 
e s e o of his old­

had os i SJ -
edly led to 

it 
j s 

ing C 
f. 

1860 
b 
of 0 . 2 

d , 
one 

this· advent 
differed o 

d -
p mo be­

Mekeen 

e o 
s the 

, who 
ds Q , 

ge 

s s 

e 

finis·h-a: 
it, 

arn 
the s 

D and the 

s 

of , so to pe . W 
s 

e 

s 

-

s 
ss 

's 

0 

0 S • 

s 
1850, 

s a.ru 
, 

C 

s 

0 S 

• 
se 

t 

se 

s 

a 

• 

and 
s 

s:, as 

s 

A -

·s·h 

, 
s 

,, 
n 

• 

s 

se 

s 

s 

had 

his 

1S -

• 

s. 
1860 

s 

1836. 
is the 
the 

• 

s 

sed 
son, was e 

T 

o d, 
Mrs. • 

s .c se 
-
-

s 

• • so e -
• the 

o ·and e 
, 

• , who as 
e 

S 0 

~ • 
Mrs. e ds o 

o s e 

8 

8 

0 

o as 

• 
n 

he 
she 

to Mrs. 
of o 

• 

ha 
p 

0 S 

. 2, or 
s 

2, 1874, 
ed 

s 
0 

1792, 
- 0 

e 

se 
s 

was 

was 

for 
to his 

w 
1870, 

d 

so . 

• 
0 
s 

0 S 

1856, se • 

e 

• 

• 

was 
s 

er 

e 

m 
, 

r 

• 

was s 

, 
I 

d 
1814 

, the s 
es-

1817, 
his 

& 

ir D his 

1818. 

, 

-
-

-10-

f, 
' 



H i Sc ool B u i l

Ho u s oo

• • 

• 

- ----• 

t 
I 

• ., / 
I , 

• 

' 

' 

• -

e of 

• 

, 

git l1 • 

- . 

t lie Dii:.· R f. 

• 

, 
l 

, 

• 

• 

t 1870. 

• 

1911. 



r nc c d m S cond B u i ld in d ic d n

oo S c ool

e e e e g. De ate Ju e 1871. 

• ·-·· ···-·· .. . •· .. . --
' 

' 

M rs h • 179" 1911. 



i s d ubtful om l t l is of
tea her of t school wil l ev
made old re o ds of
cho ls of G oton and
some of l os shee b oks are
und ubt dly lo t
The l t of te hers and pup il s for

the ea l ier year wil l probably nev r
be fully known but the name h re
given have be obtain d from vari

s urces hiefly from the regi ter
ince The extended l i t of pupil
inte e ting howing the n me

of fa il ie l iving in the community
n ighb rhood du ing that period
For many it was the cus om

to have a woman te h r in the
te and a teacher in the

winter when the boys attended
and suppos d to be abl e to
thrash al l whom he judged to need it

The l i t of te hers far obtain d
as follow

John Farrar
Jo hua Gr en
to Curti Law ence

Cl ifford Belcher Maria
Nutting El izabeth Jacob
Cynthia Jac b rtemas
L n ley

Har iet B rwo d Curti
La r n e

Su n F Lawren e J Otis
W itney

Agn s B Pollar Hol l is Carr
Agne B Pollard John P

Towne
Alma Willard Alden L dd
Agne B Alden Ladd
Ma y E Andrew Mary P
Baker

Mary P Baker C arl
Thompson

Jane E Davi Solomon Flagg
Amanda Par on J E We t
gate

El izabeth Graham Ce il F P
Bancroft

Sus n F Ba r ft eci l F P
Banc oft

Su an F B ncroft Rufus Liv

Sus n F Bancroft George A
Bru e

Jul ia M Page Charl e E
Bigelo

Emma C Hartwel l E ma C
H tw ll

Emma Hart ell enjamin
H Hartwel l

Lizzie S J M r ia right

Fannie E right James C C
P rker

F n ie E right Jennie
Wr g t

Cynthi A dnow Andrew
F R ed

Arabella Pre cott nd ew F
R ed

Jennie A Hunt J nnie Wright
two term

Jenn e Wr ght three term
Jennie Wright Lucy Hi l El

M Torrey
El l en M Torrey

El l n M T rrey Ma on thir
teen term all

Clara F Wood th ee term
Cla a F d Abby D Pen
niman J H Warren

Anna Ban roft two term
Sa ah F Longley one term
Sara F Longley thirty
te ms

Do L il ey taught winter
Nann tte J th ee terms
M Leola right one term
Sarah F Longley t rm

Sarah F Longl ey forty
two terms

Mary imball two t rms
Sarah F Longley eight

terms

In the above l i t where there are
two name the fir t nam in each y r
was teacher for the pring te
and the econd the winter t rm
which extended over into the next
year and both te varied somewhat
in length acco ding to the amount of
money availabl e in the d i trict
The two Bancrofts teaching in

were i t r and brother as were al o
the two Hartwel l who taught in
Mr Bancroft af erwards b c m
principal of Phil l ips A demy at
dover Ma and Hartwell was
the l ate Dr Har wel l of e who

a succe ful teacher before he
entered up n in which
he b came so eminent the winter
of he was a pupil in the same
ch ol with broth r Harri
During the year of the l ng service

of Mis Longley at reque t
rel eved that might pen a

ea on in Cal ifo nia and her total
number of te m of t a hing at this
chool including the pr sent one
eighty eight
Now at we grow we

are incl ined to excus d r old
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teachers for undry penalties infli ted
upon for mi behavior We think
to day that we would nev r again
me it puni hment and obliged to
the mark or hold finger on a

particular nail head in the loor with
b nded back and watch the knot
hol until we caught the l ittl e mou e
One old cholar recal l how a lot of

boy had to quat in a row down
front itting on the calve of th ir
leg a puni hment for prolonging
their rec on the ice at the pond in

p ture They nev r forget that
d cult ta k
How did we ev r manage to

der the teacher k wher we
would be in readine to accept the
promi ed puni hme t after chool
Never ag in would we put a board on
the chimney to moke out the chool
that might have a rece and

be compel led to carry the moking
tove out of door fire and al l
We wi h now we had be n teach r
favorite cholar th t me an
Charl i could go ov r to the pring
and p il wat r and the far
th r pring the one elected of
our e
Wh n the p ll ing mat h
how lyly we would mi the word
b cau e we hat d to go above
dear choolmate and hyly and
pe hap hal f unwil l ingly accepted the
intended favor and thanked with
her mile Wh n we were quite
younger what a di gr c it to be
made to on the girl ide by the
ide of a girl Stil l we have al l
changed ince then The older one
alway cov ted the back at ven
if they had to tretch to make th ir
fe t touch the flo r How del ighted
the chol r were when our teacher

permitted an a cen ion
in bal loon a ter it had al ighted at
the Sumner Graves farm on Septem
ber
The e were out of a
countle numb r o curring in a very
bu y ch l All the quarrel
p tty jealou ie in cho ar hip and
othe wi are ooth d ov r and
old cholar can fe l th t they tried
to improve the pas ing time
Som of the boy and girl went

cho l to the acad my and
high chool at Groton Centre but it

here they laid found tion for
a u ef l c eer
The f r er pupil of old No now

living wil l hold in lov ng remembrance
th e t ac e who endeavo ed to
plant their mind a de ire for a
better education than tho e who pre
c ded them w re permitted to njoy
On the Mo r farm in l ived

Benj min Moor a venerabl man who
u ed to rid about in a yellow chai e

of the rel ic of earlier day and
near h re h wn on the
map Hor c Evan grandfath r of
Harri n E Evan of Ay r l ived in a
hou which moved on wheel by
ox n to South Groton to the pre ent
Bligh treet by Mr Bligh a r ilroad
contractor during the construction
p riod
Aaron Ma on bought the Moor
farm in former owner
a large field and a hop hou e
on the hou e of Jame
Culver tand but Mr Ma on with
trong temperance principl would
have non of it He moved a ay
hop hou e cut up the hop p le for
fi wood and planted the field ith
crop that did not nter into malted
liquor bl d with four
daught r Lizzie b for mention d
Su an who married Phil ip D Dick

Ell en who married
Stone and Martha who married
onzo E Will i
Mr M on moved to South G oton

in af er had old to Eli ha
Gould Culver of We t Hartford
m nt and for a whil e l ived at the
pre ent J H Whitcomb hou e and
on Cam rid treet in a hou e near
Columbia treet then built
h u now o cupied by El la
Stone whe e he died April
ag d v nty year year

death of M n
Th ir four daughter l ie b ide their

parent in the Ma on lot in Woo lawn
Cemetery at Ay r
Mr Culver s ld the farm to Mr Har
riman and he in to Will iam
Ch e and Mr Chas in old it
to Nath n Franklin Culver who had
married Mary Farn worth a ward of
Aunt Bet e Farn worth
On the r ad toward Groton as
early th re l iv d John
Ja k on Grav who owned mo t of

l nd wher the Groton S ho l
building now are Mr Grave was
a country trad r and bu her and
full of palaver jo ial and good na

and famil iarly known
Jack Grave by virtue of his two
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given n es He move to Groton
Ce tre in and died there in
aged nine
On place in later year known
the Sc nlan place l ived Tom

Do ge a qu r fellow who a way
wor e a l ath r apron and if ked to
ride would r ply No big a hurry
It directly o p ite the Scanlan
place that fir t chap l of the Gro
ton ho l built It in
Octob r mov d to Groto and
r model l and now the Cathol ic
church in vil lage
In Nathan Fra kl in Culver

l ived in the John Page hou e a very
old h e in rot n Thi tood in

nor hea t orn r the Grave
farm on the we t ide of Farmer
Row and taken down in
John Pag an original proprie

tor Groton and al o owned a
mill the outh part of town
now yer the irect

of the at Thoma and Alfr d
Pag both l ived and di d in Ayer
O ood Putnam live the large

fa m further al ng having moved up
from ov r riv r where he had
been an ext n iv grower of h p
wh n that an active indu try in
New Engl nd
It is dou tful if any country road in
England furni hed many
in the war the r b l l ion

From the Luke Farn worth hou e to
the farm a hort mile in which
w re thirte n on cutive hou e
el v n men enl i te They were
G org Farn worth Michael Hackett
Thoma Gil on Sumn r Gil on Ala
vander Me r Albion M er Charle
M e Alfre A Richard n Rufu
B Rich on Leand r S Kendal l Har
ri on Wai t F ve of the e w re in
Co B Sixth regim nt r cruite in
Groton One thi numb r Alfre
Au t n Richard on ga e up
young l fe at Su folk irginia
during period rem in
were b ought to home of oth
and then tak n to We tfor for

Noah Moulton al o l i ted
from neighborhood in Co B fr m

old Nabby Stanl y hou e b fore
mention d on the Junction road

f rther how ng that the mil i
tary pirit not dormant in the
Community we may add to the e
other who were boy in the neighbor
hood tim He y and Walt r
Di on Daniel Kend l and W H I

Haye known in ar y Old
Hu dr d a n me which foll owed
him given to a brand of ciga
he af erward manufactured in
where he later l ived and die He
a d to h ve b en one of the v ry

younges men to have ever carried
a gun in the war having enl i ted at
the of thir een nickname

giv n him on ccount of
mall tature youthfuln s and droll
wit
For a time he and his mother l ived
on the Moo farm in the f m ly of
Will i m Cha wh se daught r he
m rri
For returne soldier ettl ing in the
neighborh o we had Jordan Goo win
N l on Root Ha r is o ing John

and John Keating
W en the war ov the r turn
oldi r boy lacking targe u e

to p actice h o ing a r s the field
at the abandone ye t hou e and for
y ar there a bull t hol e in
front do r aid to have been put th re
by the irrepr ibl e Rufu
Aft r the ale the ucc s ive
owner of the Hall l ac wer A el
Ful l er ill iam Cha e Alfr d Polla
Abel L Lawton ot Sumner
Hill iard Mr Da gett Wat on
Mar hal l Davi and finally Mr Will iam

ry Gardner the b ilding
w re destroye by fire Febr ary

wh n occupi d by Mr
an ins ructor at Groton h ol
In the early seventies gho t

were een in about the p emi es
and youth of the neighborhood
tood agape at the house al l l ight d
up with candle Rev Crawford Night
ingale in commenting on the cir um
t nce aid drawling way
They real practical kind of
gh ts i ce th y left their candle
in i he of and
It i s uppo e that some tried

to depre the value of the place to
the own r at th t time by th uncanny
di play
On Shirley ro d below
Dick on farm now the Dickin on
farm l ived Jacob Pollard and
fred and daughte s Mary Jane
Sarah Thoma P l lard nother
had m ve to the Whittem re place
n ar J me Br ok and a daughter
Agn had married Stillma
Lawrence Groton Anot r augh
ter Lucy the wif of John Jack
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The fr quency the l w uits
tween Jacob Pollard and Sylve ter
J who l ived on oth r r ad

quit n ti eable they xt nded
over a long eriod and were m tly
qu tion of tre pa and l nd dam
age
Aft r the death wif Agne
Stil lman Lawrence married the

widow of Alfr d Pollard and ttled
the e tate Mr Pol lard to the

of w fe at lea t
ond Mr L wr nce J ne a

daug ter of Nathani l Dav the next
door neighbor the Pollard
Two daug ter of Jacob Pol lard
Mary Jane Hazen Hasting and
Sarah Pollard Holt are both

l iv ng in Ste l i g and co iderably
ov r eighty y ar
The Nat aniel Davi place where
e ecently Mr Achorn l iv d a

part of the far of Major Am Farn
wort Thi p tion al o the
h m of Miss Elizabeth Farn worth
unt l old Mr Dav and moved
to Groton in where died
February ag d ninety
y ar On the lower ti n t nd

old farmhou e occupied in
by Luke F rn wo th and family
In keeping with th ir ard for the

d fence of the ountry have be n the
e rt of the Community youth to
tain e ucation In Edward
D Dickin o Henry G rav s S muel
L Grave Amo B Putnam Rufu B
Richard on Harri C Hartwel l and
i ter mma C Hartwel l al l attended
Lawr nce Acad my at the ame time
and many wil l recall the frien ly
r v lry and exchange of information
between them When b y lat r
came home from col ege th ir v cal
f rt in the de l ination of Gr ek and
Latin wor from hou e to hou
a oke the neighborho
Some of th m had left cho l to go

to the war in p riod aft r we
find th m in variou colleg Rufu
Ric ard on at Yal e Ha i Hartw l l
at arv rd S muel rav and Am
Put am Amher t Benjamin H
Hartw ll at J ffer n M dical ol lege
and Harri tudying for the
mini try Th e we e foll wed a few
y ar lat r by on of Jo eph
Ri hard on Cha le H and Edw rd
A Ri hard on who wer b th in Yale
tog th r in and by Sa uel S
Wat on who w nt to Harvard in
W ile the youth of per iod before

were not much encou aged in
tend ing chool and w re led to bel ieve
that work the chief end to
ought n xt the church tho e com
ing aft r eemed to br k away from
their r traint A de ir to mingle
with the world ecame manife and
children of the variou newcomer

for the la t fif y y ar h ve l ived in
a h althful ocial atmo phere We
recal l ma y evening gather n coa t
ing kating arti family pic
nic and trip to the Na hu for
ing and a plung in the old wimming
hole down n ar the i la d which
onc the n ck
To a one tim re ident c ange

in the neighborhood quite notice
able The advent the G ot n School
in and exten ion c u d
r m val of many of h u e

and fire put effacing h nd on
o hers
The John Hartwel l farm buildi g

w re m ved in and parated
the hou tanding ju t north
of the old Grave hou e and the arn
r moved i to the pa ture T i

built for Stephen M
tim er cut in the pond wo

awe out at the old Lothrop
mil l at the outlet of the pond The
Richard Leighton and B nja in
Hartw ll hou e have been removed to
mak room the more pretentiou
building of Mr Gardner while the
erection the man ion led to
the removal of the Parke hou e in

and Fitz hou e which
taken down after
The old barn on the Pollard place
burn d on May and th t

on the G av s place then owned by
the ch ol truck by lightning
on May and burned The
G odwin h u e then owned by
Pow ll was de troyed by on July

The barn at Aaron Ma
son Culv farm being in a de

conditi n taken down
of the old la dm rk remain

but the a h of the old id a
it were ari n thi new Phoeni
an active aggre ive i titution of
learning and la ting benefit
The ch ng s in owner hi of ome

of the old pl ce in the vil lag ha e
been frequ nt and whil e it has not
bee the int nt of write to enu
m ate the m ny famil ie
an attempt b en made to recor
the movement of tho e w re liv
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there in the e ond Advent period
There were many hon t ar st

boy and girl who have gone out
from the home and fill ed imp t
ant pla in the world

e abl i hm nt the Groton
chool on ground which may rightly
c lled in the ommunity was a

di tinct e och in the hi tory of
ton and the beautiful ituation which
made l ife enjoyable th r in form r
ye r contr buted in a large
m a ure to u e apart from the
excell ent me ho of teaching and
management The ojourner in

other land return with pl ea ure to

thi del igh ul coun y ro and to
the we tward look acro the valley
of the Na hua to the extended hori
zon di t nt mountain
M nadnock Wachu ett
do inate the vi w but the wo
templed hill s riou point
around all go to mak up a picture
upon which the eyes tired of ther
cene m to r t It a gloriou
pro pe t and estful in the of ne of
outl ine one that made an

impre upon all who have l ved in
thi p t of the good old t wn of
Groton
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